357.   Syed Mohammad has a very old house in the old city of
Hyderabad. During rainy season the wall on the eastern side
collapses. While the debris is being removed, some gold coins
are found which were hidden in the wall Syed Mohagimad does
not inform the Collector as required under Section 4 of the
Indian Treasure-Trove Act, 1878, but appropriates them for
himself. The neighbour, Karim sees Syed Mohammad taking out
gold coins from the demolished wall and advises him to report to
the Collector but Syed Mohammad does not pay heed to his
advice. Thereupon, Karim himself reports the same to the
Collector. Whether he is entitled to any share in the treasure?

* Under Section 16-A of the Indian Treasure-Trove Act, 1878,
where the finder of any treasure or the owner of the place in
which the treasure was found fails to give notice thereof to the
Collector as required by Section 4, but some other person
informs the Collector about the finding of such treasure, the
Collector shall order the allotment of a share, not exceeding
one-half in the treasure to such person.

358.  Abdul Rehman got a house site in Golconda area. He
proposed to construct a house thereon and he entrusted the
construction of the house to a contractor. While the foundations
were being dug, some gold ornaments hidden under the earth are
found. The Contractor informed the owner of the plot Abdul
Rehman. Both of them kept quiet without informing the collector
as required under Section 4 of the Indian Treasure-Trove Act,
1878. Thus, the owner also abetted the contractor in not informing
about the treasure to the Collector. Is the owner liable for any
offence?

Under Section 21 of the Indian Treasure-Trove Act, 1878, if
the owner of the place in which any treasure is found abets,
within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code, any offence
under Section 20, the share of such treasure, or the money in
lieu thereof to which he would otherwise be entitled, shall
vest in the Government and he shall also be punished with
imprisonment which may extend to six months or with fine or
with both.

So, the owner Abdul Rehman, who has abetted the contractor,
in not giving information as required under Section 4 of the
said Act, is liable for punishment under Section 21 and the
share of such treasure shall vest in the Government.
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